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ALEXANDER H. WYANT, N.A. 


iE Adirondacks was the school in 


which Alexander Wyant found his 


art. He was a tolerable painter when 


he started from his home in Ohio for 


study in Diisseldorf, and there, also, must have 
added something to his craftsmanship. But 
it was face to face with nature, as far removed 
as possible from conventions of the artistic work- 
shop, or of any other kind, that he learned the 
secret of expression. Nature had much to say 
to him and he to her, and little by little he 
found the means to record their communings. 
So far as the world is concerned, the life of a 
true landscape artist, like that of a happy 
nation, has little history. It is recorded in 
his works. 

He was a National Academician, a member 
of the Society of American Artists, one of the 
founders of the American Water Color Society, 
and a contributor to all the exhibitions. So 
were other painters, much less memorable. 
These facts are merely mile-stones in his life. 
For the life itself — what it meant to him and 
the use he made of it — one must search his 
works. In these one finds the qualities of 
poetry; not of the dramatic, kindling style, but 
tender, alluring and infinitely delicate in expres- 
sion. And withal, there is strength, only it is 
held in firm reserve. He was fond of gray and 
sombre effects, but could be sunny and buoy- 
ant when the mood was on him — in a manner 
most spontaneous and sympathetic. Born, 
1836; died, 1892. 
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